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President® Message
September 2019

Brad Mills

Brad Mills

| trust everyone is settling in tothe new church music season at his or her respective plaoé

worship. My wife and | hosted the wedding of our son on our front lawn, on the Sunday afternoon

of the Labour Day weekend. It was a wonderful and joyous occasion. Of course, it requiredira fa

bit of preparation around the house and garden and extended hosting of family and friends,

resulting in less time spent at the church doing my usual planning. Needless to say, | was

scrambling to get myself ready for my first fall choir practiceg did we really sing all that music in

OEA OPOEIT ¢ AT A AEA ) OAAITITU 110 &£EI A EO UAOe )
we had started the organizational process just a little bit earlier!

On another note, | was reminded today of the very imgrtant contribution we make to our

community, congregations and adherents in our music making. | played the funeral for the

husband of a former choir member. The choir member asked for our choir to sing a piece she had
enjoyed singing with us, overten Rk AOO ACIT 8 3EA Al 6T OANOAOOAA OE
O0)i ACET Aoh A OAOU 1 AATET ¢c&O0I DPEAAA &£ O EAO AT A
and reflected his outlook on life. | know these two musical contributions were a huge comfort for

her andher children, one of whom who had sung in our choir as a child.

/| 60 | OOEA 1 AEAO A AEAZAZAOAT AAs8 , AO6O T AOGAO £ O¢
Looking forward to seeing you all at the David Simon concert on October 26.
All the best for the 20192020 season!

Brad Mills, Presdent
RCCO, Kingston Centre

Engravings from Dom Bedos,
, 6A0O0 AO EAA
1766
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From the Editors
| t & s --QUD-RECO:

But itds also thekcons$] eamst-oE@ste bear so,
and something we hold in trust for musicians yet to come.

David Cameron

I 6m writing this d&artidlse Gwe cPidlach and \didecpdrty deld at

Frands and my house on SeptembebB).ltiv@sgdodtescesoepor t a
many members and friends of the Kingston Centre joining in fellowship, mutual encourage -

ment, and some just plain fun. Most Kingston organists know each other, although it was

great to see some new faces at the Potluckand we all do our best to support each other.

On the front cover of this issueis the photograph of a
beautiful little organ, built in England and now seeking a new
home asa really big renewal program proceeds at the iconic
St . A n-Weskeyited Church on Nelson St. in central
Vancouver. For ad r o neyéview of the remarkable and
very large-scalerestoration project that has thrown this little
organ out into the world, visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yS9WbKsj2k&t=107s

Soit is that, through the RCCO, we in Kingston are reached St . Andleseytinted
from Vancouver. As a further example, still on the West Church, Vancouver
Coastbut across on Vancouver Island, consider the venerable

but still highly effective four -manual Casavant o0Cassied6 at the Vict
years ago, without the help of social media, many of us followed the struggle to save this

organ and to restore it to full functionality. To seeitnow, visitt he Col |l egeds FaceBoo
at

https://www.facebook.com/theVCM/photos/a.140080055254/10157076863680255/?type=3

&theater. Or cross the country to Halifax, and time -travel back to last July, the National Organ

Competition, and the Changing Tides Festival, by visitng Ha |l i f axds Al | Saints Ca
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=484812275644448&set=a.228478131277865&type

=3&theater .

Amours ot délices de 'orgue

ha organsl i a5

Pro Organ

A !bl r
L .

Lorg
3 9-20

v O Uly-£

Above: Pro Organo series brochure, front cover
Left: Al Saintsd Cathec

Nearer to home, the very active Ottawa Centre has already begun its Pro Organo series for
20190 2020 with a concert by Rachel Laurinand Québecflutist Claire Marchand, on
September 13; but three more excellent concerts are yet to come on November 17, March 16,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yS9WbKsj2k&t=107s
https://www.facebook.com/theVCM/photos/a.140080055254/10157076863680255/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/theVCM/photos/a.140080055254/10157076863680255/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=484812275644448&set=a.228478131277865&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=484812275644448&set=a.228478131277865&type=3&theater
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and May 22 (ed.note: Is anyone interested in carpooling for any detevents? The whole Pro
Organo website is at http://www.rcco -ottawa.ca/pro_organo.html

Thatds the present: but we 6Weeseenteolceursejfirausic f r om o
from Buxtehude to Brahms to Bissell, but-itds
century organs like the Edward Lye that David Rankine plays in Newbur gh, or its close cousin

which John Hall is restoring in Sydenham ; or again the 1907 KarrWarren three-manual in St.
Maryds Cathedral, for whose next major rebuild
funds. The College itself, 110 years old this year, lmth mediates our heritage to us, and is itself

an important part of it.

Soin the early Fall of 2019 we can reachacrossyears past, and across thegeography of this

wide country . But what of the future? T h e R C C O bekeraidierby any means; organ

scholar shi p programs across the country, of which
important, are balanced at a higher level by the annual Academy, and guided by the year-by-

year certificate and diploma examinations. But young people used to hear the organ in church.

Yes, | know, some of the organs were hideous, and some of the playing was embarrassingly

awful fi but they saw and heard organs, and someof them were first interested and then

enthralled. Fewer and fewer have that opportunity nowadays.

One of the things we can do to help with this is to provide our community with opportunities
to hear the organ. This Centre has just produced?22 friends and members for a party. Can we
do as wellii or maybe better?i for a concert where the organ is played by a rising Canadian
star? See the information about David Simon and his concert on October 27, on pagel0, and
reflect on the opportunities, and perhaps the responsibilities, which come with our role as the
RCCO in this place.

The Chamade reeds of the Davis Concert Organ, Winspear Centre, Edmonton AB

ur
al s

Je

Ki


http://www.rcco-ottawa.ca/pro_organo.html
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Annual General Meeting and Organ Crawl

At 3:00 pm on the sunny afternoon of June 16 a groupof RCCO Kingston members and

friendsgat hered at St . Paul 6s United Church in Perth,
been Music Director for several decades. Once assemblegthe tour headed off first to St.
Jamesd Anglican Church, where Peter Woodwark is N

Damien Macedo undertook to demonstrate the organ, including a particularly br illiant pedal
solo.

Next the tour move
Presbyterian Church, where several
members played. This photo shows
Damien at the console, with Michael
leaning in beside him, Murray R ielly
out in the pulpit, and host organist Ann
Savage to the right. They are all
laughing at something Damien is
playing i but Charlies Walker and your
editor, just beyond Ann, seem
completely oblivious.

Two photos on the following page pretty well sum up a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon,
during which the Centreds annual meeting was cond

President Brad Mills tel. 6132672973 millham@sympatico.ca
Chair and Past PresidentMichael Capon tel. 6135484617 x23
organist@stgeorgescathedral.on.ca

Vice-President currently vacant
SecretaryCathy Secker tel. 613-531-8965 cathysecker@gmail.com
Treasurer Fran Harkness tel. 6135497125 harknessfran@gmail.com
Membership Convenor Joan Egnatoff tel. 613-634-3341 joane@kingston.net
Scholarship Secretary currently vacant
Student Representative Séamus Kelly
Newsletter Co-Editors
David Cameron tel. 6135497125 charles.david.cameron@gmail.com
Fran Harkness tel. 6135497125 harknessfran@gmail.com
Publicity Brad Mills tel. 613-267-2973 millham@sympatico.ca
Website Editor Jennifer Roche -Brown tel. 343-363-5316jenniferroche68@gmail.com
Professional Concerns David Cameron tel. 613-549-7125charles.david.cameron@gmail.can
Centre Chaplain The Reverend Kris Michaelson tel. 6135725650 kdm@kingston.net
School Liaison David Rankine tel. 6134834889 david.i.rankine@gmail.com
Members at Large
Jeffrey Moellman musicmoell@gmail.com Murray Rielly  mwrielly@kos.net
CharlesWalker cewalker@kingston.net Gavin Winston . gavin.winston@gmail.com
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Participants in the Organ Crawl
Around the console at St.
A n d r eRwdlg/terian Church:

Rear L to R Charles Walker,
Peter Kelly, Peter Joannoy
Murray R ielly, David Cameron,
John Uttley , Damien Macedo,
Brad Mills, Michael Capon
FrontL to R Ann Savage, Fran
Harkness, Cathy Secker,
Elizabeth Mitchell, Andreas
Joanrou, Séamus Kelly.

The Kingston Centr

General Meeting, on the patio at
Centre President
Outgoing Co-President Michael
Capon conducts the meeting from
centre left, with editor David
Cameron (blue ball cap) to his left;
then Elizabeth Mitchell, Brad Mills,
Peter Woodwark, Damien Macedo,
John Uttley, Charlie Walker, Murray
Reilly, secretary Cathy Secker
(recording the meeting on her
laptop), Séamus Kelly, and editor
Fran Harkness on



A Fond Au revoir to Francine, Matthieu and Damien

Three members who have made substantial contributions to the life of the Kingston Centre

have now moved away, in opposite directions, tosettteinCanadads t wo.Dhmengest ci
Macedo, past Scholarship Secretary, whose
multiple roles in Kingston have included
countertenor soloist and chorister, choir
director, organist, travel writer, and just
incidentally law student, having graduated

from Queend6s Faculty o t o

his native Toronto. As Music Director of St.

Paul s Angl i cydenhat hemas h

responsible for the re | 6s of

the Edward Lye organ (c. 1870)formerly in the
home of Edgar Tumak and Paul Robertson in
Deseronto. Centre member John Hall has
refurbished and reinstalled the historic
instrument, and it has been augmented with a few stops of Hauptwerk digital samples.

Dami en Macedo at St .

Now in Toronto, Damien is articling as a lawyer, and has also begun work as Music Director

at the Anglican Church of St. John, Norway. His time in Kingston probably reached its apogee

when in the same weekin June, he was notified that he had passedhis ARCCO, and attended
Convocation at Queends to receive his | aw degree.

After several very active years as joint Music Directors at St.

Thomasd Angl iBelevile, Rtamaine Mghyen-Savaria

and her husband Matthieu Latreille have moved to Montr éal,

where they will work to promote their concert careers. While in

Belleville, Francine served as a member of the Executive, and

they hosted | asvigeands SBunglTegeaSér
their time here Matthieu issued a very effective CD of French

Romantic organ music, and they built an excellent concert

series at St. Th theranany acquhintaneesng upon
and past classmates in the Montréal and Québeamusical
Francine and Matthieu communities.

Francine, Matthieu and Damien, we will miss you from the continuing work and life of our
Centre, but wvoehéave lead yowheng with lsa d
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Fall Kickoff Party 2019: Let’s Get Organized potluck

On Friday, September 20, members of the Kingston Centre gathered at the home oNewsletter

editors Fran Harkness and David Cameron, to share a potluck supper and to watch the online
| E ‘ video Op us d 8Aa6100 pnrthe
evening began with hors d'oeuvres
and lots of conversation, as members
and spouses recountedtheir
summers, shared plans for the new
season, and in some cases met and
made new friends. A very satisfying
dinner followed, with groups
assembling in the dining room, the
living room, and outside on the deck.

The dining room: dessertIn this composite picture Robert
Bell (back to camera) faces Carol Ramer across the table: to
his left are Juliet Milsome, Peter Kelly, and Christian
Colby. At the right end of the table are Cathy Kelly, Fred
Stickley, and Martin Secker.

Not only did Dave Hunt contribute several food items to the
supper; he and Gord Ramer took great pressures of their

hosts by washing much of the cutlery and china which was
not dishwasher safe. Every host or hostess should be given

such kind and helpful guests!
. Dave Hunt with dishe s, as Murray
Centre Executive member, and Rgilywatches admiringly. of St

Cathedral, Jeff Moelmann had seen thevideoOpus dfoe  _

and he recommended it as the entertainment for the evening. It was unfortunate that another
engagement prevented Jeff from being present, because many members would have wished to
thank him for the suggestion.

Op us d deeonmbsuhe story of the planning for the
concert organ in the Winspear Centre in downtown
Edmonton. This magnificent concert hall seats up to 1,932
listeners in an interior focused upon the stage, and

behind it the organ. When the hall opened in 1997 plans

for an organ were well developed, and Orgues

Létourneau of St. Hyacinth, Québec, had been selected as
the builder. However the necessary $2,000,000 (in 1996
doll ars) hadndt been raised.

A retired chemistry professor from the University of Al berta, Dr. Stuart Davis, stepped
forward and, in memory of his wife Winona, provided the necessary funding . The video gives
a fascinating stepby-st ep account of the building and instal.]l
Davis Concert Organ (see picture,page4) i nt er woven with the story of
their marriage. Occasional appearances are made by prominent RCCO memberdike Marnie
Giesbrecht, Jacobus O0OKobied Kloppers, and compose
a concerto by internationally renowned Québec composer Jacques Héty which was
commi ssioned f or t heThethrgeassimeanssi tdledb uDa wion@seritove, th
of the organ, and the composition and preparation of the concertofi are deftly interwoven and
most of those who saw it would recommend it. It
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8UdxIBGg4
The stoplist of the Davis Concert Organ is on the next page.
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